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The design a nd opera ting concept  for  HST we re developed  in  the 197 0s a nd  198 0s,  a t  a  t ime 
when NASA was also designing and build ing the Space Shutt le.  In  ma ny ways the  Space 

Telescope  a nd the Space Shutt le  were b uilt  ar ound  ea ch other.  One importa nt  a spect  of  the  
Spa ce Shutt le  was that  i t  would  be a ble to be launched of ten a nd cheaply,  and  so regular 

maintenance and refurbishment  of  the Space Telescope  could  make i t  useful  for  many year s,  
just  l ike a  ground-based telescope .  

A telescop e that  could  be s erviced  a nd  upgraded  in  orbit  was a  new idea a nd  no one knew just  
how it  would  be done.  I  wil l  ta lk about  some of  the hi story  of  the  Space Telesc ope  and in  

part icular aboput  the  servicing of  HST and how that  ha s worked from its  original concept  to  
toda y. I  will  a ls o describe what  was done in  t he most  recent  Servicing Mis sion in  May. 
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